Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 200 K; mean (C-C) = 0.013 Å; R factor = 0.040; wR factor = 0.115; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.8.
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Experimental
Crystal data [MnI(C 24 The main contribution to the distortion is the tight N-Mn-N chelating angles (Table 1) Table 2 ). In addition, the complex displays numerous inter-and intramolecular π-π interactions between adjacent six-membered rings, the shortest ring centroid-centroid distance being 4.032 (5) Å.
To a suspension of 2,3,5,6-tetra-2-pyridylpyrazine (0.1945 g, 0.501 mmol) in acetone (20 ml) was added MnI 2 (0.1575 g, 0.510 mmol) in acetone (30 ml) and refluxed for 5 h. The formed precipitate was separated by filtration, washed with acetone and dried at 50 °C, to give an orange powder (0.0779 g). Crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation from a 2-butanone solution. sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . A structure detail of the title compound, with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 40% probability level for non-H atoms. 
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